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ROAD SAFETY — LEACH HIGHWAY CRASH — FATALITY 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [6.26 pm]: I want to make a contribution about road safety because 
it relates to everyone. In 2018, the government passed “Charlotte’s Law”, which increased the penalty for 
dangerous drivers who kill innocent people on the road and strengthened the aggravated circumstances for driving 
while unlicensed, suspended or disqualified. As we have seen in the news recently, in December last year there 
was a motor vehicle crash on Leach Highway, which is in my electorate. From the outset, I express my sympathy 
to Dr Edwin Tjandra for the family’s loss of their five-year-old son, Leonardus Tjandra, in the motor vehicle crash. 
I will not say motor vehicle accident because nothing in that circumstance was accidental. It was a conscious 
decision of a human being to get behind the wheel of a car, wilfully ignoring the law and exhibiting a trend of 
behaviour that is reflected in his 51-page criminal record. On the day of the crash, Mr Matthew Molloy stole the 
ute he was driving. He was doing 30 kilometres an hour above the speed limit on Leach Highway and, according 
to witnesses, he made no attempt to slow down or try to avoid the vehicle in front of him, which was occupied by 
Dr Tjandra and his family. After the crash, he fled the scene. His mother called the police several hours later and 
he was apprehended by the police. He was charged for a total of 10 offences. I have counted the maximum sentence 
attracted to each of these 10 offences and arrived at a total of 133 years. I am not for a second suggesting that we 
go down the path of accumulating all the sentences. 

Hon Charles Smith: Why not? It’s a good idea. 

Hon PIERRE YANG: I respect the member’s position. I will continue with my remarks. 

I also want to say that because of his actions, Dr Tjandra suffered horrendous injuries, as did his six family members. 
Unfortunately, his youngest son, a five-year-old, died from a head injury as a result of the crash. I want to read 
a section of the sentencing transcript—the deceased’s mother’s victim impact statement—that the sentencing judge 
read out as part of his remarks. Her name is Cynthia Sanjaja. It states — 

… suffered from teeth problems. She couldn’t eat straight after the accident. 

That is not my word; that is in the transcript. It continues — 

She had problems with her ribs and her hands. She suffered vertigo. Her ears would ring. She was very 
stressed by reason of the crash. She was in hospital. She couldn’t catch up with her children and she 
desperately wanted to see them. 

She received the news about Leonardus. She was eventually taken to see him and Franciscus and you can 
well imagine the trauma that she suffered at that time. The nurse opened Leonardus’s eyes and shined 
a torch into those eyes to show her how his pupils were not responding and how he had died. This was 
on 31 December. 

She stayed overnight in the hospital with the children praying that something would occur that they could 
bring their child back but they were told that Leonardus was not able to be brought back and the ventilator 
and other devices would have to be switched off and so on 15 January that occurred. 

She hugged Leonardus with a sad and very poignant heart. Edwin and Franciscus were there and never 
stopped crying, and then there was the funeral which was also very hard for her but then she had to move 
on and live with all those who had survived and that makes it all very difficult. 

I have a printout from the article showing a photo of Leonardus. A five-year-old was killed because someone had 
no respect for any other human beings. The maximum offence for killing someone in relation to Leonardus’s death 
was 20 years. Mr Molloy got four years. 

Hon Peter Collier: Seven. 

Hon PIERRE YANG: No, he was sentenced to four years for that crime—seven years in total. By the way, I say 
to the right honourable gentleman that I read the whole transcript. I found it troubling to read. I will not go down 
the path of bashing anyone, but I am happy to say that I 100 per cent support the government’s stance on this issue. 
I am pleased to see that the DPP is reviewing the sentencing remarks to see whether there is any ground for appeal. 

House adjourned at 6.33 pm 
__________ 
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